
 

 

 

BOROUGH OF NORTH HALEDON 
 

                                  WORK SESSION MINUTES 

 

                                            January 23, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Mayor George read the OPMA statement into the record: 

 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. Notices of 

this rescheduled meeting were emailed to THE HERALD NEWS and the HAWTHORNE 

PRESS on January 14, 2019, and were posted on the bulletin board on the same date, and 

have been continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  A copy of the notice 

has been available on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk for inspection.  Proper notice 

having been given, the Clerk is directed to include this statement in the minutes of this 

meeting. 

 

Proper notice having been given, this meeting is called to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Clerk is 

directed to include this statement in the minutes of this meeting. 

 

Mayor George leads the prayer and asks that everyone stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: 

Mayor Randy George 

Council Members:  Raymond Melone, George Pomianek, Donna Puglisi, Bruce O. Iacobelli, 

and Keith Salviano 

 

Also Present: 

Borough Attorney Michael De Marco 

Borough Engineer Joseph Pomante 

Borough Planner, Michael D. Kauker for Michael F. Kauker  

Police Chief, Robert Bracco; Police Captain, Todd Darby 

Deputy Municipal Clerk, Dena Ploch 

Municipal Clerk Renate Elatab 

 

Absent: 

Council Member Rocco Luisi 

 

Mayor George apologized for not having had his staff check with the Council Members prior 

to rescheduling the Council Meeting originally scheduled for January 16, 2018, but he was so 
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sick that he was not thinking clearly, and he wanted to be in attendance at the Council meeting 

because there were so many important issues up for discussion. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Motion by Council Member Puglisi, second by Council Member Salviano, to open the floor to 

the public.  Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.           

 

Seeing as no one from the public asked to speak, motion by Council Member Puglisi, second 

by Council Member Iacobelli, to close the floor to the public.  Upon roll call, all members 

present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried.     

 

 

ENGINEERING 

 

Project Status Report attached hereto and made part of the minutes.  The Borough Engineer 

advised that this is a quiet time for engineering projects in the Borough. 

 

Cell Tower.  Mayor George advised that the cell tower was no longer visible from Harry’s. 

 

Ridge Road.  The Borough Engineer advised that Boswell Engineering is preparing a revised 

cost estimate for the roadway extension.  Mayor George advised that the Borough may put a 

lien on the property so that the Borough is reimbursed when the property owner sells the 

property. 

 

Dog Park Lighting.  The Borough Engineer and Keith Slootmaker have been consulting with 

Mosco regarding a short-term fix to the lighting request. 

 

Asset Management Plan.  The Borough Engineer will prepare a long-range plan for 

improvements to the pumping station and will measure the wall thickness of the force main. 

 

Basketball Court.  Mayor George requested that this project be completed as soon as possible.  

Council Member Iacobelli inquired it the basketball court would impact North Haledon Day.  

Mayor George advised that the court had been moved to a location, which would not interfere 

with North Haledon, which made it necessary for the Borough to apply to the NJDEP for 

permits, which was delaying the construction of the basketball court. 

 

Westervelt Avenue.  The Borough has applied for a grant to the DOT, and will most likely 

have to apply for a second grant, which implies that it may take more than one phase. 

 

Molly Ann Pumping Station Capital Improvements / Preliminary Estimate 

 

Proposal / 2019 Open Space Grant / Grant Application Preparation (on agenda for approval) 
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Mayor George advised that he had met with professionals from the County as well as property 

owners at the round-about at North Haledon Avenue and Manchester Avenue.  The plan has 

been redesigned.  He stated that a sign by Ray’s repair shop will have to be moved, the 

Andersons have agreed to some landscaping suggestions, and the County will be buying some 

property from the Zaloums, and replace / relocate some items on their property Mayor George 

reminded everyone that the County cannot build the round-about without the permission from 

the North Haledon Governing Body. 

 

Mayor George advised that Sackerman Avenue, and a portion of Saw Mill Road will be in the 

2019 Road Program.  He stated that PSE&G will be need to partially re-pave some roads near 

Westervelt Avenue after their infrastructure upgrades.  The Borough Engineer advised that the 

projected work to be done in that area may help stretch the dollars for more curbs and 

drainage on Westervelt Avenue. 

 

Mayor George advised that he had yet to receive requests for curb and sidewalk replacement 

for the 2019. 

 

Mayor George stated that there is always a water ponding issue by the double-gate at the 

playground adjacent to High Mountain School, and instructed the Borough Engineer to correct 

that water issue when the playground is being rehabilitated. 

 

Mayor George congratulated Darryl Siss on his appointment as Planning Board attorney in 

Hawthorne. 

 

Mayor George invited Darryl Siss and his client, Darian Wilson, to discuss the introduction of 

an ordinance regarding a Senior Residential Group Home Zone.  Also participating in the 

discussion were the Borough Engineer, and the Borough Planner, Michael Kauker.  

Councilman Melone inquired why an application for the senior group home would be heard 

by the Planning Board rather than the Zoning Board.  The Borough Engineer explained that it 

was a site plan application, which are heard by the Planning Board, and are reviewed by the 

Borough’s professionals, which is not the case when an application is heard by the Zoning 

Board.  Mayor George advised that there are already two group homes located in the Borough 

of North Haledon. 

 

The following issues were discussed: where similar senior group homes could possibly be 

located, the impact on the Borough’s COAH obligation, what services would be provided, 

garage and parking, the effect of this use on neighboring property values, square footage per 

resident, ratio of staff to residents, how the facility would be inspected.  It was agreed that 

there would be an ad hoc meeting with the property owner, his attorney, Council Members 

Iacobelli and Puglisi, for which Mr. Siss would need to provide a site plan with more parking 

places, copies of the State regulations governing boarding houses, as well as what the 

definition of a boarding house it.  In the meantime, the Tax Assessor would also provide his 

opinion on how such a group home would impact surrounding property values, and the 

Borough Planner would provide information related to the Borough’s COAH obligation.  (A 

recording of this discussion is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.) 



 

 4 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mayor George  / Placement of Star on High Mountain.  Mayor wrote a letter to Green Acres, 

the Nature Conservancy and the Mayor of Wayne asking for permission to reinstall a star on 

High Mountain.  The Mayor advised that it would be an 8 foot LED solar power star. 

 

Green Acres & Mayor Vergano / Placement of Star on High Mountain.  Both were in favor of 

the request. 

 

Mayor George / Impervious Coverage Ordinance,  Mayor George instructed the Jimmy Booth 

to discuss the application regarding same with the Borough Engineer, and George Van Dyk 

and Bill de Block from the Zoning Board. 

 

Mayor George / Board of Health REHS.  Mayor George advised that the Board of Health had 

hired Melanie Bergstrom as an assistant to Lou Giordano without prior discussion with him, 

and that there was currently no money in the budget. 

 

Mayor George / Response to Anthony De Nova.  Mayor George told Anthony De Nova, who 

had thanked Mayor George for providing a funeral escort for his mother, what a special 

woman she was and how much she would be missed. 

 

Mayor George / Senior Care Ordinance.  Mayor George told the property owner that he 

needed to come to a Council Meeting to discuss a proposed ordinance. 

 

Borough Attorney / NH Fire Co. 1 v. North Haledon.  Oral arguments have been scheduled 

for February 1 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Borough Engineer / Sanitary Sewer Assessments.  The Borough Engineer advised that the 

new flow amount in the Borough is 206/GPD/service unit. 

 

Tax Assessor / PILOT Agreement / Belmont Estates.  The Tax Assessor advised that he 

believed it was in the Borough’s best interest to keep the assessment for the above property at 

the existing assessment for 2019. 

 

Borough Planner / COAH.  Mr. Kauker advised the COAH representative that the Borough 

was currently working on an affordable housing overlay zone for the Alexander Hay property, 

and would be meeting with the property owners shortly, and had rejected her thought of an 

overlay zone for the small light industrial property at the beginning of Pointe View Drive.  

Councilmember Puglisi inquired if there is not a conflict with Ms. Caffone, who is the 

principal partner in a consulting group for developers, reviewing the Borough’s obligation.  

The Borough Attorney advised that Ms. Caffone had been assigned by the Court to be a 

COAH master; he further advised that there should be no further discussion on this matter 

because of pending litigation. 
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Green Team / Orange Milkweed / Borough Flower.  The Green Team requested that the 

members of the Governing Body designate the Orange Milkweed as the official flower of the 

Borough of North Haledon.  No opposition was voiced. 

 

PSE&G / 2019 Work.  A meeting was held on December 18, 2018 to discuss PSE&G’s 

anticipated work for 2019.  The Borough Engineer advised that the Borough had received a 

DOT grant for Oakwood Avenue and was planning to pave that street in 2019; in addition the 

Borough had also applied for a DOT grant for Westervelt Avenue. Mayor George advised that 

he would allow four work crews at the same time, and they could start working whenever they 

were ready, and that he would make the DPW yard available as a staging area.  He stressed 

that the crews had to complete one street or section thereof, and could not jump around as 

they had last year and the prior year; he also make it very clear that he did not want drivers 

detoured from one detour to another as in the past.   

  

NEW BUSINESS / ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS (on council meeting agenda) 

 

Ordinance / 2019 Salary Ordinance 

Ordinance / Sewer Connection Fees 

Ordinance / Senior Group Residence Zone (to be tabled) 

Ordinance / Amendment / § 107 / Police Department 

Ordinance / Towing Fees 

Ordinance / Drive Through in Zoning Code.  Councilman Iacobelli questioned why the drive 

throughs are only permitted in a B-1 zone, B-2 zone, and the RDZ; he also expressed concern 

over the size of the sign.  Mayor George advised that this ordinance would fit in with his 

vision of a “promenade” in the Redevelopment Zone.  The Municipal Clerk was asked why 

this ordinance was on the agenda and she advised that it was because of a memo that Jimmy 

Booth had sent to the members of the Governing Body in November 2018, and there had not 

been time to introduce the ordinance and have a second reading and adoption before the end 

of the calendar year, and that was the reason that the Borough Planner had drafted the 

ordinance in January.  Unfortunately, the Borough Planner had been excused from the 

meeting, and since the members of the Governing Body had several questions, it was decided 

to table this ordinance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA #2-2019 

 

1. Approval Raffle Licenses   

2. Buy Back Time  

3. Tax Deduction / Veterans 

4. Tax Title Lien Redemption / Outside Lien Holder 

5. Approval / Motorama Car Show  

6. Appointment / Assistant to Tax Assessor 

7. Appointment / Class II SPO 

8. Change of Custodian / Petty Cash / Police Department  

9. Property Tax Exemption / Church of Pentecost  

10. Approval / Change Order / 2018 Road Improvement Program 

11. Approval / Change Order / 2018 Sidewalk and Curb Improvement Program 
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12. Renewal / Mutual Aid Agreement / Fire Department 

13. Acceptance of Proposal / Boswell / 2019 Open Space Grant Application 

14. Authorization / 2019 Open Space Grant Application 

15. Authorization / Payment of Bills / Issuance of  Checks 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Mayor George asked Chief Bracco and Captain Darby to come forward to explain the changes 

to the Police Department Chapter in the Borough Code to the members of the Governing 

Body.  Mayor George and Councilman Melone stepped off the dais (9:50 p.m.) 

 

Captain Darby advised that the section regarding Class II Specials had been elaborated on, 

and the changes also differentiated between the promotion process for sergeants, and those of 

lieutenants and captains. 

 

Councilwoman Puglisi, chairing the meeting as Council President, advised that she will be 

meeting with the members of the Police Committee, and will interview candidates for several 

positions, and will produce recommendations for promotions and new hires at the February 

Council Meeting. 

 

The Borough Attorney suggested that since Council President Puglisi will not be at the 

regularly scheduled Council Meeting on February 20, the meeting be rescheduled.  The 

members of the Governing Body checked their calendars and agreed to move the meeting to 

the following evening, February 21.  Captain Darby asked if the meeting could be moved to a 

different location to accommodate the many friends and family members, who would be 

attending the swearing-in ceremonies. 

 

Mayor George and Councilman Melone returned to the dais (10:05 p.m.) 

 

Mayor George advised that the February 21 Council Meeting will be held at Eastern Christian 

High School. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Council Member Iacobelli, second by Council Member Salviano, to adjourn the  

meeting.  Upon roll call, all members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 

      

Mayor George declared the meeting duly adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 

    

Respectfully Submitted, 

            

      _________________________________ 

      Renate Elatab, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Approved at Council Meeting of February 20, 2019  
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